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The fern genus Aleuritopteris Fée is characterized by small habit with an indument of farina on the
leaves and is adapted to xeric environments. Aleuritopteris argentea (Gmél.) Fée which is distributed
across China has been one of the most problematic fern species with respect to its generic definition. In
this paper the taxonomy of this species is revised based on examination of its herbaria specimens field
work and observation of spore morphology. A. argeniea var. obscura (Christ) Ching is reinstated while
A. shensiensis Ching is submerged to this variety. Meanwhile A. subargentea Ching A. argentea
(Gmél. ) Fée var. geraniifolia Ching et S. K. Wu and A. argentea (Gmél.) Fée var. flava Ching et S.
K. Wu are reduced to A. argentea var. argentea.
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Aleuritopteris argentea (Gmél.) Fée Gen Fil.
154. 1852; Ching in Hongk. Nat. 10: 197. 1941; S.
K. Wu in Acta Phytotax. Sin. 19 (1): 66 t. 4. 1981;
Ching & K. H. Shing Fl. Reip. Pop. Sin. 3 (1):
154. 1990. —Pteris argentea Gmél. in Nova Comm.
Acad. Petr. 12: 519 t. 12 f. 2. 1768. —
Cheilanthes argentea (Gmél.) Kze. in Linnaea 23:
242. 1850; C. Chr. in Acta Hort. Gothob. 1: 87.
1924 ; Shieh in H. L. Liet al. FI. Taiwan 1: 282 t.
99. 1975; K. Iwatsuki Ferns & Fern All. Jap. 123
t. 62 f. 1 -2. 1992 Doryopteris argentea (Gmél.)
Christ in Bull. Herb. Boiss. Ser. 2: 831. 1902.
Type: Russia. Silvestri 28 (FI).

Doryopteris michelli Christ in Bull. Acad. Geogr.
Bot. Mans 20: 14. 1910. —— Aleuritopteris michelii
(Christ) Ching in Hongk. Nat. 10: 198. 1941; S.
K. Wu in Acta Phytotax. Sin. 19 (1): 65. 1981; H.
S. Kung Fl. Sichuan. 6: 248 t. 78 f. 1-2.
1988 ; Ching & K. H. Shing Fl. Reip. Pop. Sin. 3
(1): 154. 1990. Type: China. Guizhou Anshun
( ). Micheli 1018 (PE!).

Aleuritopteris  argentea ( Gmél.) Fée var.
geraniifolia Ching & S. K. Wu in Acta Phytotax. Sin.
19 (1) : 67. 1981; Ching & K. H. Shing Fl. Reip.
Pop. Sin. 3 (1): 155. 1990. syn. nov. Type:
China. Sichuan Baoxing ( ). T. P. Soong
( ) 39135 (PED).

Aleuritopteris argentea (Gmél.) Fée var. flava
Ching & S. K. Wu in Acta Phytotax. Sin. 19 (1):
67. 1981; Ching & K. H. Shing FI. Reip. Pop.
Sin. 3 (1): 155. 1990. syn. nov. Type: China.
Yunnan Déqgén ( ) alt. 3600 m. C. Y.
Wu et al. ( ) 4423 (PED).

Aleuritopteris subargentea Ching in Acta Phytotax.
Sin. 19 (1):65 t. 2 f. 4-5. 1981; Ching et al.
in C. Y. Wu FI. Xizang. 1: 80. 1983; Ching & K.
H. Shing FIl. Reip. Pop. Sin. 3 (1): 153 t. 39
f. 4 —=5. 1990. ——Cheilanthes subargentea ( Ching)
C. M. Kuo in Taiwania 30: 57. 1985. syn. nov.
Type: China. Yunnan Déqén ( ) in sylvis
pinetis ad rupes 2 700 ~3 000 m. K. M. Feng (

) 6059 (PED).
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Fig. 1

Blade morphology of Aleuritopteris argentea (Gmél.) Fée and its closely related species
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(A. argentea
var. geraniifolia Ching & S. K. Wu)

(A. argentea var. flava Ching & S. K. Wu)

o

China ( ). Anhui ( ) : Mt. Jivhuashan

( ) 83908 (PYU). Beijing ( ):
W. T. Wang ( ) 3088 (PE). Guangdong (

): Yangshan ( ) L. Deng ( ) 14389

(KUN). Guangxi ( ) : Guilin ( ) D. D.

Tao ( ) 83057 (KUN). Guizhou ( ):
Anshun ( ) P. S. Wang ( ) 75724
(HGAS) ; Guiyang ( ) P. S. Wang ( )

Sichuan - Guizhou

78403 (PE); Zunyi ( )

Exped. ( ) 1062 (PE). Tianjin (  ):
Jixian ( ) T. G. Tang ( ) s. n.
(PYU). Hebei ( ): Wu’ an ( ) K. C.
Kuan ( ) 5949 (PYU). Henan ( ):
Songxian ( ) Henan Exped. ( ) 1800
(PE). Hunan ( ) : Hengshan ( ) 1. J. He

& 7. Y. Xiao ( ) 12431 (PYU).

Jiangxi ( ) : Fengxin ( ) S. L. Liu et al.
( ) 1328 (KUN). Nei Mongol ( ):
Ningcheng ( ) Y. L. Yang ( ) 690
(PE). Qinghai ( ) Nanggian ( ) Y. C.
Yang ( ) 1547 (KUN); Huzhu ( ) B.
Z. Guo ( ) 9071 (KUN)). Shaanxi ( ):
J. X. Yang & Y. M. Liang ( ) 3029
(PE). Sichuan ( ) @ Baoxing ( ) T. P.

Soong ( ) 39135 39486 (PE); Kangding (
) G. M. Zhang ( ) 253 254 (PE).
Xizang ( ) : Lhasa ( ) T. P.Yi( )

79014 (PE); Yanjing (

) 346 (PE). Xinjiang (

T. Y. Zhou et al. ( ) 651263 (KUN).

y:Dali( ) W. M. Chu&J. L.
) 2600 (PYU); Dégén (

) 336 337 342 344
) W. M. Chu (

) G. M. Zhang (
) : Houxia ( )

Yunnan (
Wu (

) G. M. Zhang (
350 352 (PE); Kunming (

) 1451 (PYU). Chongqing (
( ) W. M. Chu & M. Y. Liu (
) 7100 (PYU) G. M. Zhang (
(PE).
Japan ( ): K. Iwatsuki 6016 (PYU): M.
Tagawa et K. Iwatsuki 3617 (PE).
Russia ( ): T. S. Elias 4474 (PE).

) : Nanchuan

) 225

3900 m, N N

Aleuritopteris argentea ( Gmél.) Fée var.
obscura (Christ) Ching in Hongk. Nat. 10: 198.
1941; H. S. Kung in Fl. Sichuan. 6: 244. 1988; P.
S. Wang & X. Y. Wang Pterid. Fl. Guizhou 56.
obscura

4: 88.

2001. ——Cheilanthes argentea Kze. var.
Christ in Nuov. Giorn. Bot. Ital. n. s.
1899. Type: not seen.

Aleuritopteris shensiensis Ching in Fl. Tsingling.
2: 66 207. t. 18. t. 1 —=2. 1974; Ching & K. H.
Shing Fl. Reip. Pop. Sin. 3 (1): 156. 1990.
Ningshan ( ) alt

) 3110 (PED).

Type: China. Shaanxi
900 m. H. W. Kung (

( Cheilanthes )
Y. K )]
(A. shenxiensis Ching)

1.5mm
6
«c D
China ( ). Beijing ( ) : Mt. Baihuashan
( ) C. W. Wang ( ) 60018 (PE);
Mt. Xiangshan ( ) W. M. Chu ( )
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23310 (PYU). Gansu ( ) : Lanzhou ( ) Y.
Q. He ( ) 5049 5250 (PE). Guizhou (

) 1 Jiangkou ( ) P. S. Wang ( ) 806
(PYU). Hebei ( ) : Cixian ( ) H. F.

Zhou ( ) 43191 (PE); Laiyuan () K.
M. Liou ( ) 3029 (PE). Henan ( ) Mt.
Funiushan ( ) H. J. She ( ) 4012
(PE). Liaoning ( ): Tieling ( ) H. W.
Kung ( ) 618 (PE). Qinghai ( ):
Tongren ( ) T. P. Wang ( ) 6199

(PE). Shandong ( ): Mt. Laoshan ( )

Sino — Germany Exped. ( ) 567 (PE). Shanxi

( ) : Ningwu ( ) W. Y. Hsia ( )
1484 (PE); Lueyang () K. T. Fu ( )
5988 (PE KUN). Sichuan ( ) : Daocheng (

Y 7. G. Liu ( ) 783 (CDBI). Tianjin (

) = Jixian ( ) T. G. Tang ( ) s. n.
(PYU). Yunnan ( ): Dali ( ) T. N. Liou
( ) 14169 (KUN). Chongging ( ):
Chengkou ( ) T. L. Dai ( ) 103789
(PE) ; Youyang ( ) Z. Y. Liu ( ) 6308
(PYU).
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Fig.2  Spore morphology of Aleuritopteris argentea (Gmél.) Fée and its closely related species



